
Complete Streets Guide Presentation 

Fernanda Soares / Rowaidah Chaudhry

Active Transportation Advisory Committee
December 12, 2023



What’s Inside:

Chapter 1 ~ Introduction

Chapter 2 ~ Street Context

Chapter 3 ~ Planning & Design

Chapter 4 ~ Design Elements

Chapter 5 ~ Implementation



Chapter 1: Introduction



“Complete streets” are streets that are designed to be safe for all 

users: people who walk, bike, take transit or drive, and for people of 

varying ages and levels of ability.



Guiding Principles

Safe and 
Accessible

Sustainable and 
Resilient

Promote Healthy 
and Active Living

Improve 
Transportation 
Choices and 

Balance Priorities

Develop Connected 
Networks

Respect Existing 
and Planned 

Context

Create Vibrant and 
Beautiful Places

Enhance Economic 
Vitality



Policy Context



• All street projects

• Development projects

• Environmental Assessments

• Redevelopment initiatives

• Planning studies

• Public realm plans

• Secondary plans

• Revitalization projects

Application of the Guide



Chapter 2: Context Specific Design







Street Types and Overlays



Typology Guidance

Sample cross-

section

Guidance on 

different modes

Tips for 

sustainable 

design

Explainer on 

Street Context 

Type

Examples of 

typical streets 

and Brampton



Redesigning a Street



Chapter 3: Steps to Street Planning



Assembling a Street



Key Directives



Safety 

• Street design will need to prioritize 
vulnerable users

• Reduce and manage vehicle speed 
through design

• Accommodate the smallest possible 
design vehicle

• Minimize exposure risk

• Maximize predictable design



Safety 

• Accommodate the smallest 
possible design vehicle

• Minimize exposure risk

• Maximize predictable design



Link 

• Design for person throughput

• Complete networks and fill gaps

• Accommodating desire lines

• Enhance network connectivity



Place 

Highway 7 Danforth Road



Greening

• Help Brampton 
mitigate and adapt to 
climate change

• Expand the urban forest 
by installing street trees

• Manage stormwater 
through street elements



Life Cycle and Maintenance

• Understand the total cost 
of the project and the cost 
of incomplete streets

• Support four-season use 
of streets

• Select robust materials to 
increase lifespan



Chapter 4: Design Elements



Components

Boulevard Design

Roadway Design

Cycle Infrastructure 

Design

Intersection Design

Green Infrastructure 

Design



Organization of the 

Boulevard Zone



Pedestrian Clearway Zone



Furnishing & Planting Zone

• Typically between the edge zone and pedestrian 

clearway

• Preferred location for street furniture

• Can contribute significantly to placemaking



Edge/Curb Zone

• Should be distinct from the Furnishing/Planting Zone

• Promotes placemaking in urban areas

• Can be used for street maintenance (snow storage)

• May include sign posts, parking meters, car door swing paths

• Should not overlap with cycling facilities



Clear Zones/Lateral Offsets

Clear Zones

• Traditionally clear zones are provided on highways and higher speed rural roads

• Clear zones are not applicable in urban contexts and not desirable for Brampton streets

Lateral Offsets

• Vertical elements can help create a sense of traffic calming and physically separate vulnerable users



Marketing & Frontage Zone

• Accommodates outdoor seating and marketing elements for local businesses

• Outdoor patios/marketing displays should not infringe on the pedestrian clearway



Cycle Infrastructure 

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-NC.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/43584530@N07/33257070546
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Cycle Infrastructure

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC.This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY.

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC.

• Multi-Use Path

• Cycle Tracks

• Bike Lanes

• Bicycle Wayfinding

http://www.flickr.com/photos/jamesbondsv/4822841074/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nnecapa/2873617930
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/gregraisman/17954671306
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Roadway 

Design Elements

• Design Speed

• Lane widths

• Lateral Offsets for 
Vertical Elements

• Access for Emergency Vehicles

• Curbside Space

• Mid-block Pedestrian Crossings

• Traffic Calming

• Driveways

The Guide recommends that the City conduct a speed 

reduction study and undertake a review to update 

existing City Standards



Design Speed

• Default speed in Brampton is 
50 km/h

• Arterials are designed to 
facilitate the greatest vehicle 
operating speed

• The best practice in urban 
areas is to design streets so 
the operating speeds are the 
same as the posted speeds





Intersection 

Design Elements

• Context Sensitive 
Intersection Design

• Corner Design/Curb 
Radii

• Bicycle Infrastructure

• Transit Infrastructure

• Crosswalks

• Urban Smart Channels

• Intersection Control



Green 
Infrastructure 

Design Elements

• Street trees and landscaping

• Low impact developments

Recommendations

• Landscape 
Development Guidelines Update

• Stormwater Master Plan Update

• Low Impact Development 
(LID) Terms of Reference

• Stormwater Management Criteria



Chapter 5: Implementation



• Policy

• Standards & Guidelines

• Process 

• Plans and Studies

• Projects

• Evaluation & Monitoring

• Communication & Engagement



Current Projects

• Ongoing environmental 
assessments and capital works projects

• Brampton Mobility Plan

• Speed Reduction Study

o Policy and best practices review

• Standards Update

o Update existing Brampton Standards 

o Add any new standards as required

• Complete Streets Website



Thank You
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