
Bicycles and Equity

Planning and Development Committee Delegation, May 27, 2024



The Network Effect

● If you can get there easily & safely by bike, 

the more likely you are to cycle.

● A cycle network must transport riders in a 

direct, convenient fashion, avoiding circuitous 

routes where possible.

● Well-connected bicycle network - not individual bike lane segments, but the overall 

connection between places, is a big factor in people’s decision to bike.

● Especially true for disadvantaged populations, including females and low-income 

families (Source)

● Brampton has a wonderful recreational trail system. More suited to recreation 

than utilitarian cycling, due to lack of connections to employment and retail.

● Our recreational trail system mixes bikes with pedestrians, is subject to flooding, has 

poorer winter maintenance than roads, can feel isolated and dangerous, particularly 

at night for women.

https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/open_access_etds/5446/


Skyrocketing Cost of Car Ownership

● At minimum wage one has to work up to six months 
each year to afford a car & associated costs.

● A high quality cycling network can entice the 60% of the 
population that is interested in cycling, but will not 
ride without a safe network, to replace car trips with bike 
trips.

● This greatly outnumbers those complaining about loss of 
parking.

● Owning one less car can make life more affordable.
● The Mayors of Montreal, London and Paris significantly 

invested in cycling networks and were all re-elected.

“A bikeway is a symbol that shows that a 

citizen on a $30 bicycle is equally important as 

a citizen in a $30,000 car.” - Enrique Penalosa



Bike Lanes Benefit Everyone

● Repeated studies consistently show 

that adding a protected bike lane to a 

road improves safety for all road users 

- including drivers, walkers, & cyclists

● Research shows that adding 

protected bike lanes reduces all 

collisions and injuries by 30-50%.

● The reason is simple: roads are 

easier to navigate when everyone 

is in their place.

● There can only be peace on the road, 

when everyone has a piece of the 

road.

Brampton Complete Streets Guide

https://pub-brampton.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=99275


Bike Lanes Benefit Everyone

● Charolais Road Diet – Win/Win for drivers,

residents & cyclists
○ Cut-through traffic decreased (5,250 per day)

○ Speeding decreased (9.5 kph)

○ Yet, average travel time for the corridor also decreased

by 4%, saving drivers’ time

○ Cycling increased (+94% av daily trips)

● Wards 3&4 Townhall Presentation

https://pub-brampton.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=99277


Bike Lane 

Education

- Property Tax Inserts



Cyclist Education

● City of Brampton posters, signs, social media

● BikeBrampton safety video series

● Be: Courteous, Aware, Seen, Heard, Predictable

https://bikebrampton.ca/useful-links/cycling-tips/


Bike Lane Construction

Correspondence Example

● Notice of Construction to residents 

for installation of Bicycle Lanes along 

Royal West Drive from Williams 

Parkway to Queen Street West

● Sent November 2, 2023



Call to Action

1. Implement the City’s Planning Documents without delay

2. Engage Active Transportation staff and cycling advocates to help deal with 

constituent complaints. We are here to help.
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