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Profile of Subject Property 

Municipal Address 49 Chapel Street 

PIN Number 140370027 

Roll Number 10-02-0-007-11000-0000 

Legal Description PLAN BR 36 Block 4 LOT 9 

Ward Number 3 

Property Name - 

Current Owner Bryans Muriel 

Owner Concurrence No 

Current Zoning Residential 

Current Use(s) Residential 

Construction Date Circa 1880 

Notable Owners or 

Occupants 
Galbraith Family 

Heritage Resources on 

Subject Property  
House 

Relevant Council 

Resolutions 
- 

Additional Information - 
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1. Introduction 

The property at 49 Chapel Street is worthy of designation under Part IV of the Ontario 

Heritage Act for its cultural heritage value or interest. The property meets the criteria for 

designation prescribed by the Province of Ontario under Ontario Heritage Act, 

Regulation 9/06 for the categories of design/physical value, historical/associative value, 

and contextual value.  

2. Description of Property 

The house at 49 Chapel Street is located on the west side of Chapel Street, north of 

Armstrong Street. The two-and-a-half storey Queen Anne style house was built in circa 

1880. The house has dichromatic brick pattern with a two storey three-bay window.  The 

house is one of those on Chapel Street with significant architectural values. The 

property is located within Secondary Plan Area 7. The Plan states the importance of 

retaining and conserving buildings of architectural and/or historic merit on their original 

sites within this distinct “Character Area” within the Downtown Brampton precinct of the 

Central Area. It is a unique and historical area based on the lot pattern, the presence of 

historical dwellings and an existing mature tree canopy. 

3. Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest 

Design/Physical Value: 

The cultural heritage value of 49 Chapel Street is related to its design and physical 

value as a representative example of a brick, single-detached Queen Anne residential 

structure. Queen Anne architecture was popular during the late 19th century and is 

characterized by asymmetrical design, plentiful decoration, and the presence of 

elements such as turrets, porches, decorated gables and projecting bays. The Queen 

Anne style is one of the most recognizable styles of the Victorian period. Single-

detached Queen Anne residences were built to accommodate not only a family, but also 

the extended family and servants as well.  

The two and a half storey red brick building at 49 Chapel Street exhibits many of the 

architectural features of the Queen Anne style. It is distinguished by its asymmetrical 

shape with an entrance to one side of the front façade, a varied roofline, projecting three 

storey bay and decorative sunburst vergeboards on the front and side gables and at the 

corners of the projecting bays. The projecting bay in the front façade has decorative 

brick work over the windows and with stone window sills at the bottom. 
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The design of the house is similar to that of 64 Union Street.  

49 Chapel has been well maintained. All additions, most obviously the side-room 

addition has been finished in style with the original architecture. The entrance is 

decorated by a cranberry transom and lit by carriage lights. The door was panel scribed 

and appears to have been recently stained. All of the above are part of a front piece that 

is topped by an intricate cast iron railing. This provides a walk-out upper porch.  

Historical/Associative Value: 

Built in 1880, the property at 49 Chapel Street also has historical value as it is 

associated with multiple significant families and people. The Builder, Jesse Perry had 

built many homes in the old fairground block. 49 Chapel is a home that he actually 

invested in for re-sale with John Smith (according to land registry). The home later 

came to the possession of George Graham in 1886. Mr. Graham is the son of famous 

pioneer Thomas Graham. The Graham family was responsible for founding 

Grahamsville. It is written in the Graham Family history that they came from England 

equipped with carriage but found no roads. They were actually able to sell them upon 

this discovery. Mary L. Stork, wife of retired Merchant James Stork, bought the house in 

1887. The Storks were also owners of 28 Chapel (listed on Municipal Register).  

The property was transferred from Mary L. Stork to Maggie P. W. Galbraith in 1910. W.J 

Galbraith served as an Assistant Master at Brampton High School for 20 years before 

joining Peel as a Public School Inspector. His active involvement with the County was 

appreciated by officials where he helped them to search minute books for records even 

after retirement. Isabel Galbraith daughter of Maggie Galbraith used to live at 49 

Chapel. She was a School Nurse at the Town of Brampton and served as Nursing 

Sister for Canadian Army Medical Corp. in Canada, England and France during the 

World War I. She served overseas for two and a half years of the Great War. Canadian 

Expeditionary Force - Certificate of Service is appended in Appendix.  

The Galbraiths are one of the most accomplished, least remembered families of 

Brampton. Scott Galbraith son of Maggie Galbraith, was active in the sports world. He 

was the manager of the Victoria Hockey Team, Champions Juvenile League, Brampton, 

1905. A picture of Scott with his team is provided in Appendix.  
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Contextual Value: 

The property has contextual value as it defines, maintains and supports the historic 

character of the Chapel Street streetscape. The Neighbourhood Near the Courthouse

contains substantial nineteenth and early twentieth century single detailed residence 

that characterize the neighbourhood.  

Summary of Cultural Heritage Value: 

Criteria for Determining Cultural 

Heritage Value or Interest 

Assessment 

(Yes/No) 

Rationale 

Design or physical value 

a) Is a rare, unique, 

representative or early 

example of a style, type, 

expression, material or 

construction method 

Yes The two and half storey house is a 

representative example of Queen 

Anne style. It represents a unique 

style of contruction and use of 

design materials found in 

Downtown Brampton. 

b) Displays a high degree of 

craftsmanship or artistic merit 

Yes The decorative elements of the 

building, including the Sunburst 

Vergeboards along the gable and 

corners display a high degree of 

crafstmanship.  

c) Demonstrates a high degree of 

technical or scientific 

achievement 

No The property does not 

demonstrate a high degree of 

technical or scientific achievement 

as it was built using construction 

methods common during the 19th 

century. 

Historical or Associative Value 

a) Has direct associations with a 

theme, event, belief, person, 

activity, organization, or 

institution that is significant to 

a community 

Yes The Builder, Jesse Perry had built 

many homes in the old fairground 

block. The home later came to the 

possession of George Graham in 

1886. Mr. Graham is the son of 

famous pioneer Thomas Graham. 
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Mary L. Stork, wife of retired 

Merchant James Stork, bought 

the house in 1887. The Storks 

were also owners of 28 Chapel 

(listed on Municipal Register). 

The house has significant 

historical association with 

Galbraith Family. W.J. Galbraith 

served as a Assistant Master and 

P.S. Inspector at Brampton H.S. 

and Peel County Respectively. 

Daughter Isabel provided her 

services as a Nurse during the 

World War-I. Son Scott Galbraith 

was actively involved in sports 

and was highly appreciated for his 

contribution.  

b) Yields, or has the potential to 

yield, information that 

contributes to an 

understanding of a community 

or culture 

Yes It is a unique and historical area 

based on the lot pattern, the 

presence of historical dwellings 

and an existing mature tree 

canopy. The property is situated 

in what is known as distinct 

“Character Area” within the 

Downtown Brampton. 

c) Demonstrates or reflects the 

work or ideas of an architect, 

artist, builder, designer or 

theorist who is significant to 

the community. 

No The building construction does not 

specifically demonstartes work or 

design feature accomplished to 

signify a community.  

Contextual Value 

a) Is important in defining, 

maintaining, or supporting the 

character of an area 

Yes It defines, maintains and supports 

the historic character of the 

Chapel Street streetscape.  

b) Is physically, functionally, 

visually, or historically linked to 

its surroundings 

Yes 
The house explicitly connects to 

nineteenth and early twentieth 

century single detailed residence 
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that characterize the 

neighbourhood.  

c) Is a landmark No Other than the property being 

more readily visible as a surviving 

historic structure, the property is 

not a landmark in the community 

and in the 19th century, would 

have been one of several such 

buildings in the area. There is no 

indication that it acts as a 

landmark for past or present 

communities. 

4. Description of the Heritage Attributes/Character Defining Elements 

Unless otherwise indicated, the reason for designation apply generally to all exterior 

elevations, facades, foundation, roof and roof trim, all doors, windows, other structural 

openings and associated trim, all architectural detailing, construction materials of wood, 

stone, brick, plaster parging, metal and glazing and related building techniques, fencing, 

all trees, shrubs, hedgerows, other vegetation and the grounds and vistas generally. 

To ensure that the cultural heritage value of this property is conserved, certain heritage 

attributes that contribute to its value have been identified specifically and they include: 

Design/Physical Value: 

 Distinctive Feature – Sunburst trim on Gable

 Decorative brackets and vergeboards 

 Dichromatic Brick Patterns

 Gables and Porches

 Various Window Shapes and Sizes

 Mixed Verge-boards & Verandahs

 2 Storey Bay Window with brick work over the window

 Entrance Door decorated by a cranberry transom and lit by carriage lights

 A walk – out upper porch with intricate cast iron railing
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5. Alteration History and Heritage Integrity 

The following are the known alterations to the subject property:

 Large one storey addition to the north of the house – front elevation 

 Stairs to front door entrance has been redesigned 

 The front door was panel scribed and appears to have been recently stained 

6. Policy Framework 

In the context of land use planning, the Province of Ontario has declared that the wise 

use and management of Ontario’s cultural heritage resources is a key provincial 

interest.  

A set of Provincial Policy Statements (PPS) provides planning policy direction on 

matters of provincial interest in Ontario.  These statements set the policy framework for 

regulating the development and use of land. The current set of policies was last 

reviewed in 2020. At that time, the cultural heritage policies were strengthened 

considerably.  

The relevant heritage policy statement is PPS 2.6.1, which states that “significant built 

heritage resources and significant cultural heritage landscapes shall be conserved”.    

PPS 2.6.1 is tied to Section 3 of the Ontario Planning Act, which stipulates that land use 

planning decisions by municipalities “shall be consistent with” the Provincial Policy 

Statements. 

The policy is also integrated with the Ontario Heritage Act. This piece of legislation 

grants municipalities powers to preserve locally significant cultural heritage resources 

through heritage designation.  Decisions as to whether a property should be designated 

heritage or not is based solely on its inherent cultural heritage value or interest.  

City Council prefers to designate heritage properties with the support of property 

owners. However, Council will designate a property proactively, without the concurrence 

of a property owner as required.  These principles are reflected in Brampton’s Official 

Plan. The relevant policies are as follows:    
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Section 4.9.1.3: All significant heritage resources shall be designated as being of 

cultural heritage value or interest in accordance with the Ontario Heritage Act to help 

ensure effective protection and their continuing maintenance, conservation and 

restoration. 

Section 4.9.1.5: Priority will be given to designating all heritage cemeteries and all Class 

A heritage resources in the Cultural Heritage Resources Register under the Ontario 

Heritage Act. 

Section 4.9.1.6: The City will give immediate consideration to the designation of any 

heritage resource under the Ontario Heritage Act if that resource is threatened with 

demolition, significant alterations or other potentially adverse impacts. 

These principles are also guided by recognized best practices in the field of heritage 

conservation. 
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8. Appendix 

Figure 1: Location of 49 Chapel Street, East of Main Street South. (Source: Planning 

Viewer, Brampton) 

Figure 2: Location of 49 Chapel Street, East of Main Street South. (Source: Google 

Maps) 
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Figure 3: Aerial photography of 49 Chapel Street. (Source: Google Maps) 

Figure 4: Proximity of 49 Chapel Street to other heritage resource sites which are either 

Designated (indicated in green) or Listed (indicated in yellow). (Source: Planning 

Viewer, Brampton) 
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Figure 5: PLAN BR 36 Block 4 LOTS 9, Land Records. (Source: Region of Peel Archives)

Figure 6: Brampton Fire Insurance Map, 1931 (Source: Region of Peel Archives) 
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Figure 7: Front façade of 49 Chapel Street  

Figure 8: New addition to the north of the house  
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Figure 9: Close up of façade  

Figure 10: 49 Chapel Street facing north 
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Figure 11: 38 Chapel St with similar Sunburst trim on gable– (Listed on Register)

Figure 12: L - Article from ‘The Global and Mail’ depicts Galbraith Family’s Contribution to 

Brampton.  R – Picture of W. J. Galbraith from History of Peel County edition. 
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Figure 13: Isabel Galbraith – Recognition of serving overseas during the World War 

and proof of residing at 49 Chapel St. 
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Figure 14: Scott Galbraith – Manager, Victoria Hockey Team, Champions Juvenile 

League, Brampton, 1905 

Figure 15: Scott Galbraith – Member of Etobicoke Baseball Club, Town Champions 1907  


