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Background
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Introduction
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Operational Impacts
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Queue Analysis

Intersection 

Approach

AM Peak PM Peak
Average

Right Turn Through Right Turn Through

Eastbound at 

Howden Boulevard 

and Dixie Road

48 sec 72 sec 29 sec 52 sec 50 sec

Northbound at 

Howden Boulevard 

and Williams 

Parkway

47 sec 45 sec 37 sec 27 sec 39 sec
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The Road Diet: outcomes to date

BENEFITS OF ROAD DIETS

• Reduces vehicle speeds typically between 5-7 km/h

• Reduces collisions by 25%

• Reduces traffic volumes

• Shortens pedestrian crossing distances

• Crossing guards navigate less live traffic lanes

• Creates opportunity for safe cycling space

• Enables Automated Speed Enforcement
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Design Alternatives
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Implications of Design Changes

Option
Estimated 

Cost

# of 

General 

Purpose 

Lanes

# of 

Trees 

Impacted

Estimated 

Maintenance 

Costs

Estimated 

Time to 

Implement

Cycling 

Facility -

One or 

Both Sides

Cycling/Peds 

- Shared or 

Separate 

Facility

1A $2.9M 4 33
$2,350 -

$2,550/km/year

8 to 10 

months
One Shared

1B $3.5M 4 44
$2,350 -

$2,550/km/year

8 to 10 

months
One Shared

2 $4.5M 4 76
$4,700 -

$5,100/km/year

8 to 10 

months
Both Shared

3 $5.9M 4 98
$5,100 -

$6,700/km/year

8 to 10 

months
Both Separate

4 $730K 2 1
$5,100 -

$6,700/km/year
7 months Both Separate
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Multimodal Evaluation

Key Takeaways

• Undoing the road diet (going back to 4 lanes of 

traffic) may not improve LOS for any mode, but it 

would renounce improvements achieved in lowering 

speeds, volumes and cut through traffic.

• A high-cost alternative may not yield much LOS 

improvement.

• A lower-cost alternative may be enough for reaching 

and/or improving LOS targets.

MMLOS is a way to measure how well a street or road works for different users — like drivers, cyclists, pedestrians,

and transit riders — instead of just cars.

It helps inform decision-making about road design alternatives and costs by providing a clear, mode-by-mode

evaluation of how each design performs.



10

Public Engagement

Howden Boulevard Bicycle Lane Alternatives # of respondents that “Strongly Like” 

and “Somewhat Like”

Option 1A & 1B: Multi-use path (MUP) on one side of 

Howden Boulevard
70%

Option 2: Multi-use paths on both sides of Howden 

Boulevard
42%

Option 4: Targeted cycle tracks at intersections only 

(Dixie Road and Willams Parkway)
38% 

Option 3: Cycle tracks on both sides of Howden 

Boulevard
35% 
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Recommendation and Implications

Option 4: Targeted cycle tracks at intersections (Dixie & Williams)

Protected on-road bike lane Example of transition into the Boulevard (Guelph) Conceptual Render of Option 4 with cycle tracks 

at intersections

AT 2026 Budget: $1M for priority 

capital projects (e.g., Williams 

Pkwy, Sandalwood Pkwy)

Howden Project: $730K can be funded 

by reallocating from AT 2026 Budget 

(re-prioritization of projects)



Thank you!
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