
Council Workshop- May, 2021



1. Innovation District Vision

2. Innovation District Background - How We Got Here (5 minutes)

3. Supports and Services (10 minutes)

4. Innovation District Recovery Efforts (10 minutes)

5. Why the District? 

6. Innovation District - What’s next?
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Validate
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• Hackathons 

• Robotics Competitions

• Tech Socials 

• Start-up Weekends

• Community Coffee & Code

• Venture Capital Flow 

• Maker Spaces

• Brampton City Slack



6

• Brampton’s first incubator and co-

working space  

• Owned and operated by the Brampton 

Entrepreneur Centre (BEC) - The Home 

of the Hustle 

• Provides access to capital, on-site 

business advisors, workshops, and 

training
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LATER STAGE

SUPPORT SYSTEMS

EARLY STAGE
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Broken down into 3 sections
1.Specializations
2.Audience
3.Resources 
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Sector Focus

Mainstreet 
business, small 

business, lifestyle 
entrepreneurs

Social Impact Sector Agnostic

Sectors that are 
impactful and 

relevant to 
Brampton

Sector Agnostic Sector Agnostic Sector Agnostic

Technology 
Focus

Technology
Agnostic

Technology 
Agnostic

Tech. Agnostic + 
Cyber Security

Technology 
Agnostic

Technology 
Agnostic

Cyber Security

Technology 
Agnostic- specialty 
in Clean Tech and 

advanced mfg.

Other 
Differentiators

Access to well-
recognized Starter 

Company
programs

Access to Sheridan 
College 

knowledge pool, 
expertise and 

resources

Globally 
established 

founder 
development 

program + access 
to international

Access to highly 
recognized 

Ryerson Zone 
Network

Dedicated focus 
on Start-up Visa 

Program and 
newcomer 

entrepreneurs

Access to Cyber 
Security 

Accelerator and 
Cyber Range

Access to Private 
Office space + 

established 
incubator program 

and network



12

Mainstreet business (early
to late stage)

x x

Small Business (early to
late stage)

x x

Venture fundable start-up 
(Ideation stage)

x x x x

Venture fundable start-up 
(Validation stage)

x x x x x x

Venture fundable start-up 
(Scale stage)

x x x x x
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Co-working Space/ Hot Desk x x x x x

Incubation space x x x x x

Business advisory services x x x x x x x

Access to Entrepreneurs In 
Residence (EIR)

x x x x x

Networking events x x x x x x x

Foundational business training 
and workshops

x x x x x x

Access to funding x x x x x x x
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• E2E COVID-19 Survival Toolkit program 

geared towards helping tech 

entrepreneurs recover in the wake of 

COVID

• Digital Mainstreet DMS Program 

initiated with Brampton BIA to support 

tech adoption with Mainstreet business.

• RICC Client MedEssist partnered with 

Government of Canada manage refills, 

vaccines, COVID-19 testing, and 

medication inventory online
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• FI founders raised over $500K in 

funding last year

• FI Graduated over 100 founders 

providing critical pitch training and 

investor readiness 

• Awarded 10 fellowships for Brampton 

Entrepreneurs to attend Founder 

Institute 
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• Cyber Accelerator launched and 

graduated its first class of Cyber 
Security companies

• SANS Cyber Camp talent program

• Launching Small-Medium Business 

Cyber Readiness Training in a post-

COVID-19 world

• Launched K-12 Cyber security youth 

programming
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• Launched first cohort focussing on 

Health and Wellness start-ups and 

reducing burden to a strained health 

system through digital health

• Secured partnership with Health tech 

leader, Dynacare 

• Develop upskilling and learning  

entrepreneurial skills for career 

development 
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• Partnership with Coca-Cola to deliver 

countertop shields to small business

• Production and donation of 2000 face 

shields

• Continue to support Early-Stage start-

ups

• Open Innovation Challenge- a 

nationwide challenge to reimagine 

learning and education in our 

communities launched out of Brampton 



1919



2020



2121

Brampton’s Innovation District has been recognized by 

the IEDC for our collaborative partnerships with 

educational institutions.
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Community:

• Giving youth an opportunity in the City

• Changing the narrative

• New Identity to Brampton

• Renewed sense of pride

• Ambassadorship

Business Recovery:

• Build back business community with 

new innovative Businesses

• Build Stronger Industry 

Connections

• Investment Attraction 

Opportunities - attracting 

corporates

• Cross pollination between Innovation 

Intermediaries (Incubators, Industry, 

Academia, Government, and Capital)

INNOVATION

DISTRICT
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• Raise awareness of the Innovation District by leveraging strategic and impactful marketing opportunities

• Leverage our transit connections to position us as a home for talent and technology companies. 

• Continue to differentiate Brampton’s Innovation District from other ecosystems in the region

• Explore program development for BIPOC entrepreneurs and underserved communities

• Attract innovation-style investments and development such as co-living/co-working 

• Engage with Corporate Canada to find collaboration opportunities in the District

• Identify and cultivate Innovation District compliments such as an entertainment district, creative culture
district food districts, fashion district and legal innovation districts.    




