
1

Stav Kassaris, Environmental Planner 
Environment & Dev. Engineering

Overview

BRAMPTON'S RIVERWALK

Alex Taranu, Sr. Advisor, Design
Environment & Dev. Engineering

Age-friendly Committee, June, 2021

Public Works & Engineering Department, City of Brampton



2

The Riverwalk Program: Overview

• Key infrastructure and transformative 

initiative for Downtown Brampton

• Integrates flood protection, revitalization, 

nature and open space, place making, 

public amenities

• Transforms a liability into a sustainable 

asset and attraction for economic 

growth and people

• Integrates with other strategic initiatives

• Catalyst for Downtown revitalization, 

development

www.brampton.ca/riverwalk
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The Riverwalk Program: Policy Context and Support

• Provincial Urban Growth Centre, Special 

Policy Area update (2014)

• TRCA Living City Strategy

• Brampton Grow Green Environmental 

Master Plan

• Parks and Recreation Master Plan

• Active Transportation Master Plan

• Council approval of the Vision, Feasibility 

Studies; continuous Council support

• Current Term of Council priority

• Brampton 2040 Vision

• Brampton Eco Park Strategy

• Economic Development Master Plan, 

Tourism Strategies

• Arts & Culture Master Plan update, 

upcoming Cultural Heritage Strategy

• ROP Active Parks Design Guide, COB 

Sustainability Guidelines and Indicators



4

Riverwalk Program Work Components: Overview
Downtown Brampton Flood Protection (DBFP)

• Environmental Assessment (EA) commenced 2018 to 

seek solutions for Downtown Brampton flood protection

• EA was led by Toronto & Region Conservation Authority 

(TRCA) in partnership with the City of Brampton

• EA completed Summer 2020; approved in Sep 2020

• Detailed design starting in 2021

Urban Design/Open Space Master Plan (UDMP)

• Commenced in 2019 to complement the EA

• Led by City of Brampton

• Producing an overall master plan for open space; design 

concepts for the main parks; preliminary 

programming; integrating sustainability and resilience

• Public engagement and consultation: 2020, Mar 2021

• Master Plan finalization Q3/2021 w implementation

Economic Development

• Return on Investment (ROI) Study (2019) identified 

significant economic benefits of the Riverwalk unlocking 

development in Downtown Brampton

Advocacy and Funding (Flood Protection) 

• $38.8 M from federal Disaster Mitigation Fund

• $5.9 M approved by Council for Detailed Design

• Continuous advocacy w focus on resilience 
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Riverwalk Program: Advocacy, Communication, Engagement

www.brampton.ca/riverwalk

• Communication with Council, stakeholders, 

public, extensive advocacy at local and senior 

governments since 2013

• Website is key information and communication 

platform and tool:

Overview of program, key documents

Have Your Say, FAQs pages

• Stakeholder engagement: RWA, BEAC, BIA, 

CARP, AFC, Community Liaison Team

UDMP:

• Collaboration with key stakeholders

• Outreach to community: 

 Public Info Session Oct 1, 2020, survey

 Public Info Session Mar 17th, 2021, survey

 Town Hall meetings April 8th, May 18th

• Web site maintenance and visualization update

• Geo Hub platform 

• Continuous advocacy including for support, 

grants, with Council, stakeholders, public

http://www.brampton.ca/riverwalk
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Riverwalk Program: Timelines
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Urban Design Master Plan: Overview

• Complements Environmental Assessment (EA) 

engineering solutions and proposes 

landscape treatments for flood mitigation 

elements

• Produces open space and public realm 

master plan for entire valley

• Integrates active transportation and transit

• Provides preliminary programming elements 

for parks

• Focuses on making attractive places for all, 

character and identity improvements

• Provides a framework for resilience, 

sustainability and healthy living for the area

• Targeting completion by Q3 2021
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See Riverwalk Engagement Web Page, UDMP Public Session presentation, Oct 1st, 2020
https://www.brampton.ca/EN/Business/planning-development/projects-studies/riverwalk/Pages/Have-Your-Say.aspx

Design Vision Update

“The Riverwalk…

…provides a focal catalyst for 

city building, community, 

ecology, resilience and 

sustainability”

https://www.brampton.ca/EN/Business/planning-development/projects-studies/riverwalk/Pages/Have-Your-Say.aspx
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Design Principles and objectives

See Riverwalk Engagement Web Page, UDMP Public Session presentation, Oct 1, 2020
https://www.brampton.ca/EN/Business/planning-development/projects-studies/riverwalk/Pages/Have-Your-

Say.aspx

Riverwalk UDMP: Work to Date 
Environment, Resilience, Sustainability, Public Health focus

“The Riverwalk…

…provides a focal point for city 

building, community, ecology, 

resilience and sustainability”

https://www.brampton.ca/EN/Business/planning-development/projects-studies/riverwalk/Pages/Have-Your-Say.aspx
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The Riverwalk: Lessons from the Pandemic

Post-pandemic City opportunities

Key current issues arising 

from pandemic lessons:

• Access to nature and open space

• Access to sustainable mobility

• Access to affordable housing

• Access to amenities

+

The “new” economy
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• Framework stage - planning and design directions, integration:

 natural heritage enhancement

 climate change mitigation and adaptation

 sustainable mobility

 sustainability, green energy and infrastructure

 low impact development, storm water management

 urban agriculture 

 active living, public health and wellbeing

 access to nature 

 economic sustainability, social equity

 general built form/energy provisions

 environmental education

• Collaboration, partnerships: TRCA, Region of Peel, community

• Potential pilot/demonstration projects including in the interim

• Resilience, Sustainability and Healthy Development Framework 

to become complete Plan including performance indicators

Riverwalk UDMP: Environment, Resilience, Sustainability, Public Health
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The Riverwalk Program: Implementation of Brampton’s Eco Park

Brampton Eco Park = a network of sustainable urban/green spaces (at 

the city scale), referred to as Eco Spaces, that better integrate residents 

with the natural environment

Guided by 7 principles:

1) Maximize ecological value

2) Provide opportunities for 

social services

3) Make nature visible

4) Design with nature

5) Integrate with surrounding    

community

6) Support innovation

7) Reflect local identity

Eco Park as design driver:

“to plan, design and improve 

the Riverwalk area as 

a premier Eco Space”

www.brampton.ca/ecopark

Eco Spaces

a) enhance and maintain healthy natural systems and 

processes

b) integrate opportunities for meaningful social and 

environmental interactions and experiences

c) strive to incorporate the seven guiding Eco Park 

principles

Highly naturalized 
systems

Balanced social and 
environmental systems

High functioning 
social systems
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Riverwalk UDMP:  Design Drivers, Directions

• Eco Park Space concept

 Environmental and ecological enhancement

 Green infrastructure

 Access to nature

• Programming for a variety of uses, for inclusivity

 Passive and active recreation options

 Events, entertainment, public art

 Natural and cultural heritage education 

• Focus on sustainable mobility 

 Enhancing the active transportation network

 Proximity of the Downtown mobility hub, regional 

transit/GO service, future LRT, Zum

 High order transit network (upcoming Queen street BRT) 

• Strengthening Downtown character and identity

 Place-making and attractions based on the area’s 

history/heritage, interpretative program

 Cultural events, public art, wayfinding
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Riverwalk UDMP:  Design Directions, Approaches, Intent

Programming:

• Multiuse, flexible spaces for variety of 

uses

• Programming and design for all ages 

and abilities (8-80)

• Inviting and inclusive public spaces, 

public amenities for all

• Comfort and safety, accessibility

• Variety of spaces, places, and amenities 

from urban to natural

• Integrated/eco-design, “design with 

nature”

• Support for equity, social balance, 

education

• Attraction for downtown, events

Design for people, with people -

design with heart.
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Riverwalk UDMP: Focus on Five Areas and Parks
• Duggan Park

• Central Public School/ 

Ken Whillans parkway

• Rosalea Park

• The Channel

• Centennial Park
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Design Intent and Concepts: Duggan Park
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Design Intent and Concepts: Rosalea Park North
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Design Intent and Concepts: Rosalea Park

Multi use lawn
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Design Intent and Concepts: Etobicoke Creek By-pass Channel
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Design Intent and Concepts – Centennial Park (1)
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Design Intent and Concepts – Centennial Park (2)



22

Downtown Revitalization and Development: Riverwalk Area
Downtown Mobility Hub

Queen Street BRT 

and active transportation

Peel Memorial Health Centre

expansion, employment

Flood mitigation 

and trail

New mixed use development, 

future University

Downtown 

Institutional Core

YMCA site services, 

amenities, intensification

GO rapid regional transit; 

Innovation Corridor

Future mixed use 

development, partnerships

Existing and future 

public amenities
Future health 

based development

Innovation hub

Intensification

TOD 

Etobicoke Creek flood 

protection; public safety

Rosalea Park: public 

event space for all social 

health, active living

Etobicoke Creek 

valley/ parks system: 

access to nature, 

open space

Access to water, trail: 

active transportation, 

living

Environmental 

enhancement, low 
impact development

Environmental 

enhancement, 
access to nature

Riverwalk benefits
Environment and ecology:

- Vegetation, urban tree canopy, aquatic, 

terrestrial habitat

Climate change/resilience related:

Adaptation: 

• Disaster mitigation: flood protection 

• Urban flood reduction

Mitigation:

• Gas emissions, heat island reduction, 

clean energy 

• Sustainable mobility: transit, cycling

• Integrated storm water management, 

low impact development

• Green development / infrastructure

Equity, social, economic resilience:

• Access to jobs, housing, amenities, 

open space, recreation, nature

Public health:

• access to health care facilities

• accessibility, walkability, cycling, active 

living  

• access to nature, clean air, water

• healthy food, urban agriculture

• social and mental health
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The Riverwalk Project: Conclusion

When completed the Riverwalk will:

• Protect from flood and disasters

• Revitalize Downtown and surrounding area

• Trigger infrastructure renewal

• Generate employment, attract people, investment

• Build community, support diversity, bring people together

• Develop central park system, contribute to Brampton Eco Park

• Make a resilient, sustainable, healthy Downtown and City

• Support diversity and culture, improve social life

• Stimulate new approaches, innovation, change
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Thank you!


