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Moving Forward

Our first steps of the 

project, where we want 

to go including desired 

outcomes, and how we 

hope to get there.

Product Essential And

Main Analysis.

Appropriately supply web-enabled leadership through client 

based relationships.

Why

Bramalea?

A non-exhaustive list of 

reasons Bramalea is 

worthy of this type of 

recognition and 

commemoration.

Definitions

Gain an understanding 

of what a Cultural 

Heritage Landscape is 

and its implication for 

Bramalea. 

Today’s 

Presentation



The definition of a “Cultural Heritage 

Landscape” has changed over time 

within Ontario’s legislation.

What is a
Cultural Heritage 
Landscape
D  E  F  I  N  I  T  I  O  N



Provincial Policy

Statement
PPS 2005:
Cultural heritage landscape: means a defined geographical area of heritage significance which has 
been modified by human activities and is valued by a community. It involves a grouping(s) of 
individual heritage features such as structures, spaces, archaeological sites and natural elements, 
which together form a significant type of heritage form, distinctive from that of its constituent 
elements or parts. Examples may include, but are not limited to, heritage conservation districts 
designated under the Ontario Heritage Act; and villages, parks, gardens, battlefields, mainstreets and 
neighbourhoods, cemeteries, trailways and industrial complexes of cultural heritage value. 

Significant: means… (g) in regard to cultural heritage and archaeology, resources that are valued for 
the important contribution they make to our understanding of the history of a place, an event, or 
a people. 

PPS 2014:
a geographical area that may have been modified by human activity and is defined as having 
cultural heritage value or interest by a community, including an Aboriginal community. The area 
may involve features such as structures, spaces, archaeological sites or natural elements that are 
valued together for their  interrelationship, meaning or association.

The definition within the 

2014 PPS was 

expanded to include 

some more broad 

terminology that allows 

us to consider a wider 

variety of areas and 

resources as a CHL.



Inform RecognizeEducateInfluence

Inform the Official Plan with regard to preservation.
Influence large scale redevelopments within the area. 
Recognize the unique character and history of Bramalea.
Educate residents and the general public alike.

What will a Cultural Heritage Landscape

do for Bramalea?



What the Cultural Heritage Landscape

Will Not do:

This designation will not make it 

harder for homeowners to obtain 

building permits or make 

changes to their home.

This designation will not 

negatively impact property 

values for lands within the CHL 

area.

This designation will not halt 

redevelopment within Bramalea, 

but require consideration for the 

area’s unique features for major 

redevelopment projects.

Impact 

Building 

Permits

Impact

Property 

Values



Bramalea is an extremely unique 

example of master planning, as well as 

the evolution of an incredibly distinct 

community identity.

Bramalea is a community within a 

community whose interesting history 

should be preserved and recognized.

Why
Bramalea?



The development of Bramalea over 

decades resulted in a community 

with a built form that mirrors the 

socioeconomic trends through its 

ages of development.

EVOLUTION OF BUILT FORM

The unique and random nature of 

those sections of Bramalea 

containing “zero lot houses”, an 

example of subdivision planning 

exclusive to the areas.

LOT DESIGN/CONFIGURATION

Bramalea was designed to be a self 

contained community in which people could 

live, work, and play, an early example of 

land use planning principles we strive to 

achieve in modern development.

LAND USE PLANNING PRINCIPLES

The affordable housing projects in Bramalea 

were a huge success, an example of great 

public-private collaboration. 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Bramalea is a unique instance of 

Master Planning, uncommon for its 

time.

MASTERPLANNING

Bramalea was designed and named 

in sections distinguished by letters, 

unseen almost anywhere else.

LETTER SECTIONS

Reasons for Conservation
T H E R E A R E  A  N U M B E R  O F  R E A S O N S  B R A M A L E A ,  I N C L U D I N G  B U T  N O T  L I M I T E D  T O  T H O S E  L I S T E D  H E R E



Visual Recognition and 

Creating a Sense of Place

Things like Bramalea specific signage 

create a more visual, interactive 

representation of the community and 

contributes to creating a specific sense 

of place.

Policy Consideration:

The New Official Plan & 

The 2040 Vision

As the City moves toward its 2040 Vision 

and completion of a new Official Plan, 

we want the information and guidance 

form this project to positively inform and 

influence development and 

redevelopment within Bramalea.

Anticipated & Desired 

Outcomes



There are already heritage 

resources in Bramalea.
This process will also enable us to 

identify and designate those resources 

worthy of designation.
There may be resources

we are yet to consider.

Because cultural heritage is also related 

to the story of a place, in learning more 

stories of Bramalea, we may unearth 

more places worthy of consideration for 

designation.

A Level of

Designation



The vast majority of examples of CHL’s across Ontario include 

places that are rich in built resources and have heritage dating back 

a century (at least).

Bramalea is a unique neighbourhood and it should be fitting 

that this use of a CHL will be the first time with what we aim 

to achieve here.

This will present an interesting challenge for the project in that 

applying a CHL in this fashion has not yet been done.

Uniqueness of this Project

& Uniqueness of Bramalea



High level goals allow us 

to establish specific, 

measureable, plans for 

the course of this project.

Where

do 

we

Start?

We research and compile histories 

and documents about Bramalea from 

various sources including historical 

documents and first hand accounts.

RESEARCH

We engage with residents of 

Bramalea and others to gather 

stories and histories to establish a 

clear and communicable sense of 

the community feel.

ENGAGE

We make maps, establish 

boundaries and put together some 

hard data to include in our 

documents and recommendations 

MAPPING & DATA

We establish a Terms of Reference 

that will be the guiding document for 

creating the Cultural Heritage 

Landscape

TERMS OF REFERENCE



We are still in the early stages of this project, planning our 

approach and ensuring that we line this project up for success 

through careful consideration.

What stage are we at?We are 

Here

Where 

to Go

Once we have completed our initial process, we will present a 

further status update to the Brampton Heritage Board.

We are seeking the Board’s comments 

and feedback to help guide our next 

steps.

Establishing our “TOR” 

will create a roadmap 

for the project, 

including how we will 

engage the 

community.

E s t a b l i s h  T e r m s

O f  R e f e r e n c e

A big part of this 

project will be 

establishing as much 

history, in a written and

visual sense, as we 

can.

R e s e a r c h  &

M a p p i n g

First

Steps



Contact:

Shelby Swinfield, Heritage Planner 

Shelby.swinfield@brampton.ca

Thank you!
Feedback and 

comments are 

welcomed


