
The City of Brampton continues to establish itself as a global 
leader in innovation, with MDA selecting Brampton as the 
location for its new, purpose-built global headquarters and 
Centre of Excellence for Space Robotics.

MDA is an international space mission partner and a robotics, 
satellite systems and geointelligence pioneer. Its new state-
of-the-art facility will be the birthplace of Canadarm3 and 
home to their growing base of highly-skilled employees in 
Brampton, currently numbered at about 850 people. The 
200,000 sq. ft. building will feature state-of-the-art labs, 
manufacturing, research and development, as well as 
assembly, integration and test facilities. 

The Centre of Excellence at MDA will house a unique Space 
Robotics Mission Control Centre, enabling MDA to provide 
critical on-orbit robotic mission operations for commercial 
and government customers worldwide.  Additionally, 
the building will be designed to facilitate unique visitor 
experiences, allowing the company to engage with the  
public and other stakeholders.

“This new facility will be home to our growing team and will 
further unlock the potential of our world-class engineering 
and space mission expertise, while allowing us to bring to 
market a full suite of innovative commercial space robotics 
products that leverage Canadarm3 technology.” – Mike 
Greenley, Chief Executive Officer, MDA 

AFTER 53 YEARS OF PIONEERING WORK IN BRAMPTON, 
MDA IS JUST GETTING STARTED
As demonstrated by the excitement of current employees  
and new talent eager to join the growing team, MDA is leading 
in a new space industry and inspiring a next generation of 
employees who will shape the future of robotics, satellite 
constellations, and Earth observation.

“It’s an exciting time to be at MDA,” shares Holly Johnson, 
VP of Robotics and Space Operations, MDA.  “We’re not only 
developing new technologies to build Canadarm3, the next 
generation space robotic system destined for the Lunar-
orbiting Gateway, but we’re also seizing the opportunity to 
take that technology and commercialize it, which opens the 
door to put our space robotics products on many new space 
infrastructure missions that are emerging in the new space 
economy.”

With impressive innovations dating back to 1969, MDA is not 
showing any signs of slowing down. In 2022, MDA secured 
two contracts for commercial derivatives of Canadarm3 
technology, even in advance of delivering it to the CSA. Last 
May, the company announced its first commercial sale to 
Houston-based Axiom Space for Axiom Station, which aims 
to become the world’s first commercial space station. That 
contract was followed less than five months later by a second 
Axiom Space contract for additional payload interfaces.

Brampton is at the Centre of Canada’s Innovation 
Corridor and its connectivity provides companies with 
quick and easy access to international markets. 

The Brampton Economic Development Office has  
a robust business retention and expansion   
program dedicated to understanding the needs of 
companies — such as MDA — and assisting them  
in the site-selection process. 

By choosing Brampton, MDA will be joining industry-
leading corporate neighbours such as Medtronic, 
Canon, Air Canada, Loblaw and the Kaneff Group.

MDA TO BUILD GLOBAL HEADQUARTERS AND SPACE ROBOTICS 
CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE — IN BRAMPTON

WHY BRAMPTON?Brampton is in the midst of an exciting 
transformation, and together with our partners, 
we are developing our city into a major 
innovation hub. That MDA has again selected 
Brampton as the home to its new headquarters 
speaks to our city emerging as a global leader in 
innovation and technology. We are honoured to 
have them here and look forward to the economic 
impact this will have on our community.

Patrick Brown, Mayor 
City of Brampton

The Brampton economy showed great resilience in 2022. 
Despite broader challenges in the economy with inflation, 
supply chain issues and lingering effects of the pandemic, 
Brampton continued to attract jobs and investment and 
set a torrid pace for construction and development.

Brampton industrial markets have seen investors continue 
to look for opportunities to bring highly sought-after sites 
to market. By the final quarter of 2022, no municipality 
in the GTA had more industrial development under 
construction than Brampton (4M+ sq. ft. – See Figure 1.  
below for a comparison to previous years), with some 
already leased or reviewing multiple offers. There are 
several projects not yet spoken for that will be ready in 
2023 for fit-up by investors looking for well-positioned 
space with access to power, transportation networks and 
skilled labour (350K+). Another 9M sq. ft. of industrial/
office space is currently going through the approval 
process and will be ready within the next 1-2 years to 
support businesses looking to set up in a variety of   
sectors, including advanced manufacturing, medtech,  

R & D and logistics. Many of these developments will 
feature ESG measures driven not only by financial 
necessity, but also by socially responsible investors.

Brampton office space continues to be in high demand, 
particularly for higher quality (4-5 star) space, where 
vacancy rates hover around 1%. Part of this success is 
attributable to Brampton’s burgeoning Innovation District, 
with start-ups and institutional partners scaling up 
and driving demand for more space.  At present, post-
secondary institutions are looking for 500K to 1 million 
sq. ft. to meet higher education and continuous learning 
needs. Meanwhile, large employers such as MDA  
(200K sq. ft.) and Alectra (200K sq. ft.) are establishing 
larger footprints in Brampton in order to provide access 
to markets. Such projects need a large office component 
but also require complementary space for R & D, 
manufacturing and operational needs.

INVESTOR CONFIDENCE IN BRAMPTON AT ALL-TIME HIGH
     •  Compared to five years ago, the City of Brampton is 

issuing twice as many building permits a year. 

     •  In 2022, we conducted almost 300,000 building 
inspections, shattering 2021’s record of 228,000. 

     •  The amount of construction value exploded to   
$2 billion in 2022, a 131% increase from 2018.

     •  This puts us in the top five municipalities in Canada 
for construction value. 

     •  Small business continues to be the life blood of 
Brampton. Despite the pandemic, Brampton continues 
to attract new investments. In 2022, over 90,000 
businesses chose to call Brampton its home (see 
Figure 2. ‘Business Counts’).

The numbers show a clear and undeniable trend:  
Brampton is booming. 
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BUILDING PERMITS ISSUED BY AREA (SQ. FT. ) BRAMPTON ECONOMIC INDICATORS 
YTD DECEMBER 2021 YTD DECEMBER 2022 

Total Construction Value1 $1,726,343,380 $2,031,155,518 
Residential Construction Value1 $1,235,372,736 $1,290,114,285 
Non-Residential Construction Value1 $486,925,131 $737,064,876
Industrial Construction Value1 $349,545,392 $497,137,996 
Commercial Construction Value1 $85,826,674 $159,081,405 
Institutional Construction Value1 $51,553,065 $80,845,475 
Housing Permits (units)1 8,788 7,123 
Housing Resale Activity2 12,012 6,520 
Average House Price2 $1,041,639 $1,170,860 
Industrial Vacancy Rate3 0.3% 0.9%
Office Vacancy Rate3 1.1% 1.2%
Unemployment Rate (Region of Peel)4 7.3% 4.8% 
Business Licenses5 4,000 4,300
Business Counts (2021/2022)6 81,494 92,159
Industrial & Office in Approval Process 4,970,320 sq. ft.    9,002,360 sq. ft.

1.   City of Brampton, Building Division December 2021/ December 2022
2.   Toronto Real Estate Board, Monthly Market Watch Archive
3.   CoStar Analytics 2022

4.   Statistics Canada, Labour Force Survey, Custom Tabulation December 2022
5.   City of Brampton, Clerk’s office.
6.   Statistics Canada, Canadian Business Counts.
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